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2018 Legislative Priorities 
 
We advocate for: 
- Improved health care for children through adequate Medicaid and CHIP funding: Protection of funding 
for Medicaid and CHIP coverage for children is a permanent priority of the Alabama Chapter-AAP. 
Children have no voice and comprise only 25 percent of the state Medicaid budget, yet 51 percent of the 
total number of Medicaid recipients. The Chapter specifically advocates for sustainable and permanent 
revenue solutions to adequately fund Medicaid through the General Fund, and strongly urges 
continuation of federal funding to sustain coverage of children in both programs in Alabama.   
 
- Protection of the Medical Home and the practice of medicine:  With the medical home established as the 
best place for patients to receive primary healthcare, the Chapter opposes any legislation that threatens 
the medical home and supports legislative efforts to protect it.  The Chapter also opposes any attempts 
by non-physicians to control the practice of medicine or interfere with the doctor-patient relationship, or 
legislation that dictates requirements for the practice of medicine that violate current American Academy 
of Pediatrics guidelines and recommendations for the care of children. 
 
- Adequate funding for birth to 5 services:  The Chapter endorses the Alabama School Readiness 
Alliance efforts to increase and protect funding for state-funded, voluntary, high-quality, pre-k programs, 
as well as protect adequate funding for early intervention services and early literacy services. 
 
- Safe births and newborn care:  The Chapter opposes any effort that lowers standards of childbirth and 
newborn care, acknowledging the hospital as the safest place for childbirth and pediatrician-led, 
comprehensive well-child care as the evidence-based, established standard for prevention of disease in 
infants. 
 
- Safe child care:  In an effort to promote safe, high-quality child care throughout Alabama, the Chapter 
supports mandatory licensing of every child care/day care center in the state. 
 
 
 

2018 Educational Priorities 
 
- Protection of health insurance benefits to children:  The Alabama Chapter-AAP continues to advocate 
for the many benefits of the Affordable Care Act for children, including required coverage of preventive 
health benefits and immunizations, prohibition of lifetime caps, especially for medically needy children, 
and expanded health care access for their parents who don’t currently qualify for Medicaid. 
 
- Smoke-free public places in Alabama:  In conjunction with the Coalition for a Tobacco-Free Alabama, 
the Chapter is working to educate legislators and the public on the hazards of secondhand smoke. 
 
 


