
Legislative Session 2017 Wrap-Up 

Medicaid funding okay for FY 2018; session has more ups than downs for children 

  This year’s state legislative session, while not the contentious battlefield of previous years in 
terms of Medicaid funding (which was made whole thanks to the BP oil settlement monies 
appropriated last year), was filled with many conversations affecting child health, safety and 
well-being.  Here is a synopsis of the big issues monitored by the Chapter: 
 
UP:  Medicaid & ALL Kids Funding 

  The Legislature passed the Fiscal Year 2018 General Fund budget with bare-bones funding for 
Medicaid, buoyed by one-time BP monies made available from legislation that passed during the 
2016 special session. Although the budget was shy of the Governor’s original ask, which 
included dollars for RCO/Medicaid reform, it was enough to cover this next year, according to 
Commissioner Stephanie Azar. The assumption here is that Congress renews the full federal 
funding of the Children’s Health Insurance Program. If they revert to the traditional 80/20 split, 
the General Fund Budget will use the $91 million reserve earmarked for Medicaid in its 2018-
2019 budget. 
 
DOWN: Child Care Safety Act 

  HB 277, the Child Care Safety Act, which would have require all child care programs to be 
licensed, met with fierce opposition on the part of the lobbyists (preachers) for faith-based 
facilities.  After legislators debated a substitute version, which passed the House in April, the bill 
died before the end of the Session, despite tireless advocacy efforts on the part of VOICES for 
Alabama’s Children and many other child advocacy organizations. 
 

UP: Pre-K Funding 

  Toward the end of the Session, the Alabama Legislature gave final approval to a $13 million 

expansion of Alabama’s First Class Pre-K program. The bill, which includes a total of $77.5 

million for the state’s high-quality, voluntary pre-kindergarten program, was signed by Governor 

Kay Ivey, who later announced that 122 new classrooms will be added this fall, increasing the 

size of the program for the 2017-2018 school year to 938 classrooms, enrolling approximately 

16,884 four-year-olds (28 percent of all four-year-olds) statewide. 

 

DOWN: Lay Midwifery Legislation 

  HB 315, which establishes a state board of midwifery and decriminalizes the practice of 
midwifery for lay midwives, passed on the last day of the session and was enacted, despite 
opposition from the Alabama Chapter-AAP, the Medical Association and other medical 
organizations.  The Medical Association did work, however, to amend the bill to include liability 
protections for physicians and also prohibitions on non-nurse midwives’ scope of practice, the 
types of pregnancies they may attend and a requirement for midwives to report outcomes. 
 
UP: Coverage of medically necessary autism therapies 

  HB284, a bill that requires certain insurance plans to cover evidence-based therapy for 
individuals with autism, passed both Houses and was enacted.  The fifty percent of Alabama’s 
children on Medicaid will not have coverage for another 18 months, as is also the case for those 
with ALL Kids and state employee plans. Coverage for those who get it currently cuts off after 



18 years of age. Individual and small group (50 or fewer) plans are excluded from the coverage 
requirement. 
 
 
UP: Graduated driver license law strengthened 

  The Alabama Chapter-AAP’s contract lobbyist, Graham Champion, worked diligently this 

session to monitor and positively affect legislation by Representative Mike Holmes and Senator 

Clyde Chambliss that increased penalties for Graduated Driver License law violations.  The goal 

of our efforts this year was to ensure that the debate did not open up the opportunity to weaken 

the existing law.  We were successful, and the legislative passed both houses and was enacted.  

As passed, this legislation will put teeth into the penalties for violating the law. This should help 

save more lives moving forward. 

 
  


