
 

Suggested Messaging for the Release of the  

ASRA Pre-K Task Force 2017 Legislative Recommendations 
 

 

Main Point to Make: 

 

• The Alabama School Readiness Alliance’s Pre-K Task Force is encouraging state 

lawmakers to increase funding for Alabama’s First Class Pre-K program by $20 million 

in the 2017 legislative session. This amount is needed to keep the state on track to 

meet our goal of fully funding First Class Pre-K by the 2022-2023 school year. 

 

o A $20 million increase would raise the total amount of pre-k funding to $84.5 

million.  

 

o If approved, the increased appropriations, along with funding from year three 

of Alabama’s four-year federal Preschool Development Grant, would enable 

Alabama to add a minimum of 160 new First Class Pre-K classrooms and enroll 

approximately 2,880 more four-year-olds next fall. 

 

o This would mean Alabama would have approximately 946 First Class 

classrooms in the 2017-2018 school year enrolling more than 17,000 four-

year-olds. That’s nearly 30% of all four-year-olds in Alabama. 

 

 

 

Supporting Messages:  

 

• Alabama students who participate in the state’s First Class Pre-K program are more 

prepared for kindergarten than their peers.  

 

o The Public Affairs Research Council of Alabama analyzed student achievement 

through the sixth grade and found that those who participated in Alabama’s First 

Class Pre-K program consistently outperformed their peers in reading and math 

on state assessments.  
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o The Alabama Department of Early Childhood Education also reports that 

Alabama First Class Pre-K alums have higher attendance rates, are less likely to 

require special education placement and are less likely to repeat a grade than 

children that did not participate in the program. 

 

o Additional studies nationally have found that students that participate in a high-

quality pre-k program are more likely to graduate from high school and find 

success in the workforce. They are also less likely to commit a crime or rely on 

social welfare programs as adults. 

 

 

• Funding for Alabama’s First Class Pre-K program is made available to any program in the 

state that provides high-quality pre-k to four-year-olds. 

 

o Alabama First Class Pre-K classrooms are found in public and private schools, 

child care centers, faith-based centers and head starts. 

 

o State grants are awarded to new and exisiting pre-k sites to support quality. 

 

 

• Voluntary enrollment is limited due to a lack of state funding. 

 

o In the 2016-2017 school year, only 25 percent of four-year-olds across the state 

are able to voluntarily enroll in a First Class Pre-K classroom. 

 

o There are waiting lists for enrollment at First Class Pre-K sites across the state. 

 

o Last year, the Alabama Department of Early Childhood Education received more 

than twice the amount of requests for new grants than they were able to fund. 

 

• If fully implemented, the Alabama School Readiness Alliance Pre-K Task Force’s plan 

would ensure that every family in Alabama that wants to enroll their child in a First Class 

Pre-K program will be able to do so by the 2022-2023 school year.  

 

 

About the ASRA Pre-K Task Force: 

 

• The ASRA Pre-K Task Force is comprised of more than 40 prominent leaders from the 

state’s business, education, civic, medical, legal, philanthropic, military and child 

advocacy communities.  

 

• Led by co-chairs Mike Luce and Bob Powers, the group first proposed expanding pre-k 

access to all families in 2012 when Alabama’s First Class Pre-K was funded at just $19.1 

million program a year and reached just six percent of four-year-olds statewide. 
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• At that time, the Task Force determined that the state would need to appropriate a 

total of $144 million annually to ensure that every family that wanted to voluntarily 

enroll their child in a First Class Pre-K program would have an opportunity to do so. 

 

• To achieve this goal, the Task Force launched a ten-year campaign, now entering its fifth 

year, to advocate for incremental funding increases to fully fund the program by the 

2022-2023 school year. 

 

• Since the launch of the Pre-K Task Force’s campaign, the Alabama’s First Class Pre-K 

program has grown by nearly 300 percent: adding 599 classrooms (217 to 816) and 

increasing enrollment from 3,906 (six percent) four-year-olds to 14,688 (25 percent). 

 

• The $20 million increase the Task Force is requesting in the 2017 legislative session is 

needed to keep the state on track to reach the Task Force’s ten year goal.  

 

 

About the Alabama’s First Class Pre-K program: 

 

• Alabama’s First Class Pre-K program is managed by the Alabama Department of Early 

Childhood Education. The Department is led by Secretary Jeana Ross. 

 

• Alabama’s First Class Pre-K program has been named the highest quality state-funded 

pre-kindergarten program by the National Institute for Early Education Research for ten 

years in a row. 

 

• There are currently 816 First Class Pre-K classrooms across the state. Every county in 

Alabama has at least one classroom. 

 

• There are approximately 14,688 four-year-olds enrolled in Alabama’s First Class Pre-K 

program. That’s only 25 percent of four-year-olds in the state. 

 

• In the 2016-2017 school year, Alabama’s First Class Pre-K program was appropriated 

$64.5 million from the state legislature. 

 

 

About the Alabama School Readiness Alliance: 

 

• The Alabama School Readiness Alliance is a statewide, nonprofit coalition advocating for 

the expansion of high-quality, voluntary pre-k.  

 

• ASRA was launched in 2006 as a partnership between A+ Education Partnership, 

Alabama Giving, Alabama Partnership for Children and VOICES for Alabama’s Children. 
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• ASRA works to build support for pre-k expansion in Alabama by collaborating with 

community and civic leaders; raising public awareness about the need for and 

effectiveness of high-qualty pre-kindergarten education; and, advocating for increased 

state, local and private investments in Alabama’s First Class Pre-K program. 


