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February 1, 2019 

 

 

Scott Harris, MD 

State Health Officer 

Alabama Department of Public Health 

201 Monroe St. 

Montgomery, AL 36104 

 

Dear Dr. Harris: 

 

On behalf of the Alabama Chapter-American Academy of Pediatrics (AL-AAP) Executive Board, 

we write in response to recent policy work to both increase access to vaccines among adolescents in 

Alabama and use of our state’s immunization registry so that all vaccinators know when and where 

vaccines are given to children. 

 

Our Board met on January 19, 2019 and discussed the following issues at length: 

 

Pharmacists becoming VFC providers 

After reviewing some of the data provided by the Alabama Department of Public Health, we 

discussed the issue of pharmacists becoming VFC providers. We stand by our evidence-based 

philosophy that medical home visits are critical to the health and well-being of our adolescent patients.  

We maintain that vaccinations and other services provided outside of the medical home contribute to 

poor rates of teen well visits and outcomes.  For these reasons, we oppose pharmacists providing 

adolescent vaccinations.  However, we want to continue this discussion with you and well understand the 

drastic need for VFC providers in some rural counties where very few physicians see children. 

 

We also saw limitations in the data, particularly in the numbers of pediatricians in the counties.  Any 

decisions as important as this one must be based on clean and functional data.   

 

Mandating review/input into ImmPRINT at point of care 

Our Board also discussed this proposed legislation and concern by some providers regarding a 

mandate to review the registry before vaccinating a patient.  To allow anyone to administer 

vaccines to children without reviewing and recording in the public registry contributes chaos to the 

delivery of care.  Information-sharing among providers is critical and we fully support a 

requirement for both review and input into the registry for children under age 21; we are 

particularly insistent on this requirement if vaccination of adolescents occurs outside of the medical 

home.   

 

We look forward to working on solutions together to increase rates of vaccination.   

 

Sincerely, 

    
Wes Stubblefield, MD, FAAP 

President    

Alabama Chapter 


